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Perhaps no modern day leader of the Roman Catholic Church has sparked as much controversy as

Pope Pius XII, the Bishop of Rome during World War II. Was he a Nazi sympathizer? Or did he

vehemently oppose Hitler's regime? Professor Ron Rychlak gives a full exploration of the

back-ground facts, including discussions of history, religion, politics, diplomacy and military tactics.
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Every once in awhile an extraordinary book appears and this is one of them. Rychlak, who is

associate dean for academic affairs and professor of law at the University of Mississippi School of

Law, has written a definitive popular history of the papacy of Pope Pius XII during the Nazi era. His

work is an honest portrait of a decent man who vehemently opposed Adolf Hitler and his minions

with courage and heroism.Rychlak agrees that a great injustice has been done in our time to Pius

XII by recent books which have attacked his character and his actions. It is significant that many of

these books are authored by Catholics or by former Catholics-none by Jews. Rychlak, as an expert

trial lawyer, has skillfully collected a massive body of evidence to vindicate the memory of Pius XII,

leaving the reader free to make final judgment upon his character and integrety.Rychlak points out

that the real quarrel of "disaffected Catholics" is with the "Catholic theological principle of papal

authority in matters of faith and morals." In the epilogue, he critiques a book written by a former

Catholic, John Cornwell, who gave it the vile title of "Hitler's Pope," a book which spreads half-truths

and insinuations that tarnish Pius XII's name and record.Cornwell uses dubious material, like a play



called "The Deputy" (1963), to portray the pope as "silent" in the face of the Holocaust; as an

anti-Semite, and as a Nazi sympathizer. In effect,Cornwell's anti-Catholic bigotry becomes part of a

larger effort to weaken the moral and cultural influence of the Catholic Church by undermining the

credibility of the papacy. In the afterward, professor Robert P.
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